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Manchester area at about i is. a week, rising to about i is. 6d.
in 1810, and thereafter falling by slow stages to little above
ios. in 1832. These figures, however, include women and
children, who formed the larger number of factory workers.
For cotton-spinning, which became with the advent of the
mule a skilled man's occupation, Mr. Wood puts the average
wage as high as 26^. in 1806, rising to 305. in 1810, and there-
after falling to as little as 2n. in 1824, anc^ with many inter-
mediate changes, as reaching about 24^. 6d. in 1832. For
power-loom weavers} men and women together, no figure can
be given before 1816, when weavers in the Hyde area averaged
about 145, falling to about us. by 1832.
Of the handloom weavers there is of course a still more
desperate story to tell. Mr. Wood puts their average earnings
in the cotton industry at about igs. in 1800, rising to 23^. in
1805, but-falling to 135. in 1808 and us. 6rf. in 1811. Then
came a brief recovery, to nearly i Qs. in r 814, followed by a sharp
drop to Bs. by 1818, and as little as 6s. by 1832, by which time
handloom weaving in the cotton trade was at the point of
death, and the number of unemployed weavers had become
very great. G. R. Porter's fuller figures, for the Bolton area,
show an even deeper reverse of fortune, from 25^. between 1800
and 1806, down to 155. in 1808, up to 19^. in 1810, down to 145.
in 1812, up again to 24^. in 1814, and then down to 8s. in the
early 'twenties, and 51. 6d. in 1832.
There remain the miners, and the skilled artisans in the older
crafts. For the miners, paucity of data makes any general
picture impossible. The only full series of figures relates to
Scotland, where the day wage seems to have risen from 2s. 6d
or %s. in the early 1790*8 to nearly 55. in 1811-2, then fallen by
stages to about y. 6d. in 1821, risen to $s. 3^. in the boom of
1825, and fallen again to about 4$. by 1832. Such figures as
exist for the most important mining area, the North-East
Coast, do not conflict with this impression; for there the
average day-rate seems to have been about zs. gd, in 1795, and
about %s. gd. in 1832.
For the skilled craftsmen in London, Francis Place gives, as
we have seen, a far more optimistic estimate. According to
Place's figures, the skilled London craftsman got 22^. in 1793,